Quality of life in children with primitive neuroectodermal tumors (medulloblastoma) of the posterior fossa.
We reviewed our experience in 43 consecutive patients with primitive neuroectodermal tumors (medulloblastoma), PNET (MB), treated between 1975 and 1984, to characterize their quality of life and identify factors which impacted on long-term function. Twenty-four of forty-three (56%) of children are alive and free of disease, a median of 4.5 years after diagnosis. The quality of life was analyzed for the 24 long-term survivors. 79% (19 of 24) were functioning well in everyday activities. The median full-scale intelligence quotient (FSIQ), obtained a median of 3.5 years after diagnosis for those tested (n = 17) was 97, with all but 3 (12%) of the patients functioning in the normal range. Specific learning, memory and fine-motor disabilities were found in over one half of patients. Factors associated with poorer performance and lower FSIQ included preoperative obtundation, the need for a permanent shunt, younger age at diagnosis, and a complicated postoperative course. It is concluded that (1) the majority of long-term survivors have 'normal' intellectual function, but may have specific intellectual and academic disabilities, and (2) preoperative and postoperative factors strongly impact on the quality of life of survivors.